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Congresswoman Sanchez talks about political
freedom with Dr. Nguyen Dan Que.

Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez Says No

Sanchez urges Congress to

to Free Trade with Viet Nam

August 3, 1999 — Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez led congressional
efforts to oppose the renewal of the
Jackson-Vanik trade waiver. Granting
this waiver would provide for closer
trade ties between the U.S. and Viet
Nam.

The United States exempted
Viet Nam from the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment, a law that bans the U.S.
from giving trade and investment
funding to nations that do not allow free
emigration for their citizens. Ultimately,
the waiver is intended to pave the way
for Viet Nam to benefit from U.S. trade
and investment.

“I oppose granting the waiver
because it is clear that bypassing the
Jackson-Vanik amendment again would
be a mistake. We must ensure that
increased trade goes hand-in-hand with
human rights reform and respect for
peoples’ basic human rights,” Sanchez

said on the House floor.

Reports show that the
emigration policy of the Vietnamese
government is more often than not
arbitrary and unfair. The average
emigrant now must pay $1,000 in bribes
to have access to U.S. refugee programs:
three times the average annual salary of
a Vietnamese worker.

“The basis for the waiver is that
it would promote freedom of emigration.
I am deeply concerned by recent
indications that Viet Nam has been less,
not more, cooperative since the waiver,”
she added.

On August 3, 1999, the House
of Representatives debated H.J. Res. 58,
aresolution to disapprove the Jackson-
Vanik waiver to Viet Nam. The
resolution unfortunately failed by a vote
of 130 to 297.

Political Prisoners Still Held
Captive in Viet Nam

March 1999 — During a recent trip to
Viet Nam, Congresswoman Sanchez
called on the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam (SRV) to implement reforms
that will allow for individual human
rights, freedom of religion and freedom
of speech.

“Unfortunately, the SRV insists
that it has no political or religious
prisoners. To government officials,
people like Nguyen Dan Que, Doan Viet
Hoat, the Venerable Thich Quang Do
and Nguyen Giang are simply people
who violated the law,” Sanchez said.

According to the U.S. State
Department 1998 Country Report,
public criticism of the government
policies by dissidents is still not
tolerated in Viet Nam. For instance, on
March 4th, 1999, dissident writer and
geologist, Nguyen Thanh Giang was
arrested on the streets of Hanoi for
possessing “anti-Communist™
documents. Vietnamese officials never
explained to Giang why they arrested
him and did not formally charge him.

“l  hand delivered to
Vietnamese and American officials a
congressional letter signed by twenty-

seven of my colleagues demanding the
immediate and unconditional release of
Dr. Giang,” added Sanchez. “After a
storm of international protests, they
finally released Giang. Unfortunately
he is still under strict police
surveillance.”

Sanchez also had the

opportunity to be briefed by Dr. Nguyen
Dan Que, the Reverend Tran Huu
Duyen, Cardinal Pham Dinh Tung, and
Buddhist Officials at Quan Su Pagoda
on the topics of restrictions on freedom
of religion and speech and the lack of
worker rights.

honor Professor

Doan Viet Hoat
March 10, 1999 —
Congresswoman Sanchez

introduced legislation honoring
prominent Vietnamese dissident
Professor Doan Viet Hoat of Viet
Nam, (H.Con. Res. 51).

“The resolution honors the
work of Dr. Hoat, a journalist and
university professor who spent a
third of his life in a Hanoi prison
for his efforts to bring freedom of
the press and democracy to Viet
Nam,” said Representative
Sanchez on the House floor.

Hoat was educated in the
U.S. and later returned to Viet
Nam. In 1976, he was arrested for
his “ties” to the U.S. He was held
for twelve years in a re-education
camp, although his case was never
brought to trial.  Shortly
afterwards, he founded Dien Dan
Tu Do, (“Freedom Forum™), an
underground newsletter, and was
arrested again for “attempting to
overthrow the government... and
using the publication as an
instrument to mobilize the public.”

In prison he continued to
call on top government leaders to
“release all political prisoners,”
and to implement “political
freedom, freedom of speech and
press, and freedom of religion.”
Despite all efforts by the
Vietnamese government to prevent
his writings from surfacing, his
message continued to reach beyond
his prison cell.

“It is our responsibility to
honor professor Hoat for his moral
courage in the face of absolute
tyranny,” added Sanchez.

The professor was
released on August 29, 1998 and
has now settled in the United
States.

Congresswoman Sanchez
discusses human rights with the
Reverend Tran Huu Duyen
during her visit to Vietnam.



Nit Dan Biéu Loretta Sanchez phan déi moi trao
doi thuong mai vé6i Viet Nam

Ngay 3 thang 8, 1999: Nit dan biéu
Sanchez da cam dau cudc van dong
chong tai bai mién Pao Luat Jackson-
Vanik cho chinh quyén Viét Nam nham
ngan chan viéc Hoa Ky ti€n t6i cac quan
hé giao thuong gan giii hon v6i chinh
quyeén Viét Nam.

Hoa Ky da bai mién Pao Luat
Jackson-Vanik v6i Viét Nam Viét Nam;
mot dao luat ngan cam céc tai trg dau tu
va thuong mai vao cdc quoc gia khong
ton trong quyén tu do xuat cu cua ngudi
dan.

Viéc bai mién nham I6t dudong
cho Viét Nam dugc hudng cac lgi ich tir
hiép thuong va dau tu véi Hoa Ky.

‘R0 rang viéc tdi bai mién Jack-
son-Vanik 1a mot sai lJam. Chiing ta can
bao dam viéc gia tang ngoai thuong vaéi
chinh quyén Ha Noi phai di doi véi viéc
cdi t6 va ton trong nhan quyén,” ba
Sanchez da tuyén b trudc Qudc Hoi Hoa
Ky.

Céc bao cdo cho thay ring cic

chinh sich xuat cu ciia chinh quyén Viét
Nam dua trén cédc quyét dinh bat cong
va doc dodn da dua dén két qua 1a van
c6 mot so rat it nguoi dan Viét Nam dugc
phép xuit cu. Mot ngudi mudn xuét cu
phéi t6n trung binh $1,000 dé h6i 10 vao
chuong trinh ty nan cta Hoa Ky: ttc la
phai tra gip ba lan luong hang nam cua
mot nhan cong Viét Nam.

‘Can ban cta dao luat 13 dé van
dong cho quyén tu do xuét cu. Toi quan
tam vo cung vé nhimg chi dau 1a nha
cam quyén Viét Nam cang ngay cang
thi€u hop tic, thay vi gia tang hop tic,
sau khi da duoc bai mién,” Bd Sanchez
noi them.

Vao ngay 3 thang 8 vira qua, Ha
Vién Hoa Ky da tranh luén vé Nghi Quyét
58 cua Quoc Hoi Hoa Ky, mot nghi quyét
chong lai viéc tai bai mién Jackson-Vanik
cho Viét Nam. Két qua 1a nghi quyét da
khong duogc thong qua véi 297 phi€u
chong va 130 phiéu thuan.

Tt Nhan Chinh Tri Van Bi
Giam Giir tar Viét Nam

Théang 3, 1999: Trong chuyén di Viét
Nam vira qua, nit Dan Biéu Sanchez da
kéu goi nha cam quyén Viét Nam thuc
thi chinh sach cai t6 nhan quyén, tu do
ton gido va ngdn luan.

‘Rat ti€c, nha cam quyén Viét
Nam van khang khang 1a ho khong ¢6
ti nhan chinh tri hay ti nhan ton giao.
Theo gidi chitc nha nude Viét Nam thi
nhitng ngudi nhu Bac Si Nguyén Dan
Qué, Gidao Su Doan Viét Hoat, Hoa
Thugng Thich Quang Do va Gido Su
Nguyén Thanh Giang chi 1a nhitng nguoi
da vi pham luat,” Ba Sanchez tuyén bo.

Theo ban phdc trinh nam 1998
ctia Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky thi tai Viét
Nam viéc cédc nha tranh dau chi trich
cac chinh sach quoc gia déu bi ngan
cdm. Thi du, vao ngay 4 thiang 3 nam
1999, nha béo va dia chat hoc Nguyén
Thanh Giang da bi bat trén dudng pho
Ha Noi vi da mang trong nguoi cac ‘tai
liéu chong cong.’ Gidi chiic cam quyén
Viét Nam da khong hé giai thich cho
GS Giang biét tai sao 6ng bi bat va
khong hé chinh thitc budc toi ong.

“Toi da duwa tan tay cho gidi
chitc cam quyén Viét Nam va Hoa Ky
mot 14 tho cia Quoc Hoi do 27 dong
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nghiép cua toi ky tén yéu cau phai tha
ngay GF Giang vo diéu kién,” Ba
Sanchez cho biét théem.

‘Sau mot con 16¢ phan dei cua
quoc t€, cudi cung ho di phai tha GS
Giang. Rat ti€c 1a ong van con bi canh
sét canh chirng chat chg&.’

Ba Sanchez ciing da c6 co hoi
trao déi tin titc véi Bac ST Nguyén Pan
Qué, Ong Tran Hitu Duyén, Dic Hong
Y Pham Dinh Ting, va cac Gido Pham
Phat giao tai chua Sit Quén quanh cac
chu dé gi6i han tu do tin ngudng, ngon
luan, va khong ton trong quyén lao dong.
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Nir Dan Biéu Sanchez yéu cau
Quoc Hoi Hoa Ky Vinh Danh
GiaoSu Doan Viét Hoat

Ngay 10 thang 3, 1999: NU Dan
Bi€u Sanchez dé trinh du thao
I&n quéc hoi dé vinh danh Gido
Su Poan Viét Hoat, mot nha
tranh ddu Viét Nam néi tiéng
(Nghi quyét Quéc Hoi s6 51).

‘Nghi quyét nay vinh
danh cac hoat dong cua Tién Si
Hoat, cing la mét nha bao va
gido su dai hoc, ngudi da bo ca
mot phan ba déi minh trong nha
tu ctia ché do Ha Nbi vi cac né
ldc tranh d4u cho tu do bao chi
va dan chu tai Viét Nam,” dan
biéu Sanchez da tuyén bé tai
Qudc Hoi.

Gido Su Hoat da du hoc
tai Hoa Ky va da tré vé Viét Nam
sau khi t6t nghiép. Nam 1976,
dng bi bat vi da ‘lién hé’ téi Hoa
Ky. Ong bi bé tu 12 ndm trong
mét trai cai tao, mic dau tridng
hdp clia 6ng khéng hé dudc toa
an xét xd. Mét thdi gian ngén sau
do, 6ng sang lap Dién Pan Tu
Do, mdt td bao chui, va bi bat tré
lai vi t6i ‘Am muu lat d6 chinh
quyeén...va dung bao chi nhu mot
phudng tién dé van déng quan
chang.’

Trong tt dng tiép tuc kéu
goi hang ngi lanh dao chinh
quyén ‘tra td do cho céc tu nhan
chinh tri,” va thdc thi ‘td do chinh
tri, tu do ngdn luan va bao chi,
va td do tén giao.” Mac du chinh
quyé&n Cong San Viét Nam cé
gang hét stic d& ém nhem céac
bai viét ctia 6ng, cac thong diép
clia 6ng van tiép tuc vudt ra khoi
khudn vién cua trai tu.

‘Trach nhiém ctia ching
ta la vinh danh Gido Su Hoat vi
tinh than diing cam ctia éng trudc
mot thé ché vé cung bao ngudc,’
ba Sanchez noi thém.

Giao su da dudc tra tu do
vao ngay 29 thang 8 nam 1998
va hién dang cu ngu tai Hoa Ky.

NG Dan Biéu Sanchez va Hoa
Thudng Thich Quang Ddé thao
ludn van dé nhan quyén.
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